
1

IBEAS STUDY :
ADVERSE EVENTS PREVALENCE IN 

HOSPITALS OF LATIN AMERICA 
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SCIENTIFIC COORDINATION:
Prof. Jesús María Aranaz Andrés 
Prof. Carlos Aibar Remón 

INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION:
World Alliance for Patient Safety/ WHO-PAHO/ Spanish MoH
Dra. Itziar Larizgoitia Jauregui
Dr. Jonás Gonseth 
Dra. Yolanda Agra Varela 
Dr. Enrique Terol García 
Dra. Concha Colomer Revuelta 

COUNTRIES COORDINATION: 
Dra. Analía Amarilla
Dr. Francisco Raúl Restrepo Parra
Dr. Orlando Urroz Torres 
Dra. Odet Sarabia González
Dra. Fresia Cárdenas García
Dr. Richard Inga Salazar

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Ramón Limón Ramírez 
Juan José Miralles Bueno 
María del Mar Fernández Maíllo  
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Previous Studies

STUDY

AUTHOR AND 
YEAR OF 

ACCOMPLISHM
ENT

NUMBER OF 
INVOLVED 
HOSPITALS

PACIENTS % AE

EE.UU ( New York ����s Hospital ) Brennan 1984 51 30.195 3,8

EE.UU (Study of UTAH-
COLORADO) (UTCOS) Thomas 1992 28 14.565 2,9

AUSTRALIA (QAHCS) Wilson 1992 28 14.179 16,6

UNITED KINGDOM Vincent 1999 2 1.014 11,7

DENMARK Schioler 2002 17 1.097 9

NEW ZELAND Davis 1998 13 6.579 11,3

CANADA Baker 2002 20 3.720 7,5

FRANCE Michel 2005 71 8.754 5,1

SPAIN Aranaz 2005 24 5.624 9,3

Santa Cruz de la Sierra. Bolivia.2005

Cartagena de Indias. Colombia, 2006

II Internacional Conference of Patient ����s Safety.  
Madrid, november 2006.
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IBEAS: Organization

http://www.who.int/patientsafety/research/central_south_america/en/index.html

SUCESOS ADVERSOS

LESIÓN O COMPLICACIÓN 
EN EL PACIENTE INCIDENTES

RELACIONADA CON SU 
PROPIA PATOLOGÍA

RELACIONADA CON 
LA ASISTENCIA SANITARIA

ALTA EVIDENCIA DE ASOCIACIÓN 
CON ASISTENCIA SANITARIA - EA

BAJA EVIDENCIA DE ASOCIACIÓN 
CON LA ASISTENCIA SANITARIA

ALERTAS DE LA 
GUÍA DE CRIBADO

NO HA OCURRIDO NINGÚN EVENTO
(FALSO POSITIVO)

GUÍA DE CRIBADO NEGATIVA

PACIENTES A ESTUDIO

EA EVITABLES EA POCO O NADA EVITABLES

1

2

3

ADVERSE EVENT

INJURY OR COMPLICATION
IN THE PACIENT INCIDENTS

RELATED WITH THE DISEASE RELATED WITH 
THE HEALTH CARE

HIGH EVIDENCE OF ASSOCIATION
WITH THE HEALTH CARE -

LOW EVIDENCE OF ASSOCIATIONN 
WITH THE HEALTH CARE

ALERT OF THE 
SCREENING GUIDE

NOT ADVERSE EVENT
(FALSE POSITIVE)

NEGATIVE  SCREENING GUIDE

STUDIED PATIENTS

PREVENTABLE NOT PREVENTABLE

1

2

3
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11.426 
pacients

47 
lost

7.526 
screening  -

3.853 
screening +

1.793 
false positives

306 incidents
1.754 with injury 
or complication

563 related with 
disease

1.191 related with 
health care

Screening +
33,9%

MRF 2 +
15,4% of the total

45,5% of screening +

Prevalence AE: 11,4%
(10,5% of patients)

IBEAS Study: Distribution of the AE

Type of EA IBEAS

Related to the nosocomial infection 37,97%

Related to the procedure 26,66%

Related to heath care 13,16%

Related with the medication 9,22%

Related with the diagnosis 6,29%

Other AE 3,52%

To be specified 3,19%

TOTAL 100%

77,8%

IBEAS Study: Prevalence for  hospitalisation area

Type of EA     Prevalence IC

Medical Service 10,1% 6,7 - 16,7
Surgical Service* 9,7% 5,6 - 16,4
Obstetrics 8,4% 1,7 - 24,9
Paediatrics 10,9% 6,3 - 14,6
Intensive care 

22,7% 19,4 -24,2
Total

10,5% 7,7-13,1

* Including Gynaecology

AE Preventability

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Country1 Count. 2 Count. 3 Count. 4 Count. 5

Not Preventable
Preventable

Value of the study

� Awareness

• Situation analysis

• Critical mass of professionals and researchers 

� Opportunities for change

• Element of training

• Support of the teamwork and systemic approach of patient's safety

• Inclusion in political agenda of the participant countries and others

• Exchange of experiences

• New alliances and new projects


